Alabama

1. Alabama workers built the first rocket to put humans on the moon.

2. Alabama is a Southern state. 

3. The capital city of Alabama is Montgomery.

4. Alabama has large reserves of the three most important raw materials for steal making: coal, limestone, and iron ore.

5. The state bird of Alabama is the Yellowhammer.

6. The state flower of Alabama is the Camellia.

7. Alabama was ceded to England at the end of the French and Indian War in 1763.

8. The nickname of Alabama is “The Heart of Dixie” because it was the home of the first capital of the Confederate States of America.
9. The Civil Rights Movement began in Alabama when Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white person on a city bus.

10. Alabama was the 22nd state to join the United States on December 14, 1819.

Alaska

1. Most of America's salmon, crab, halibut, and herring come from Alaska.

2. Alaska is a Pacific Coast state.

3. The capital city of Alaska is Juneau.

4. Natural oil and gas is Alaska’s major industry and natural resource.

5. The state bird of Alaska is the willow ptarmigan.

6. The state flower of Alaska is the forget-me-not.

7. Alaska was bought by the US secretary of state, William H. Seward, from the Russians in 1867 for $7.2 million

8. The two nicknames of Alaska are: “The Last Frontier” and “Land of the Midnight Sun”.

9. Mt. McKinley is the highest mountain in North America.  It is in Denali National Park in Alaska 

10.  Alaska was the 49th state to join the United States on January 3, 1959.

Arizona

1. The world's largest solar telescope is located at Kitts Peak National Observatory.

2. Arizona is a Southwestern state. 

3. The capital city of Arizona is Phoenix.

4. Arizona produces over half of the US’ copper.
5. The state bird of Arizona is the Cactus Wren

6. The state flower of Arizona is the Saguaro Cactus.

7. Arizona is part of the land given to the US after the Mexican War of 1846 – 1848.

8. The state nickname of Arizona is “The Grand Canyon State”.

9. Sandra Day O’Connor was prosecutor, assistant attorney general, senator, and judge in Arizona and became the first woman Supreme Court Justice.

10. Arizona was the 48th state to join the United States on February 14, 1912.

Arkansas
1. Arkansas has the only diamond mine in North America, the Crater of Diamonds State Park near Murfreesboro.

2. Arkansas is a Southern state. 

3. The capital city of Arkansas is Little Rock.

4. Arkansas is the leading producer of bauxite, which is used to make aluminum.

5. The state bird of Arkansas is the northern mockingbird.

6. The state flower of Arkansas is the Apple Blossom.

7. Arkansas was acquired by the US from the French as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.

8. The nickname of Arkansas is “The Land of Opportunity”.

9. Maya Angelou, who is well known African American writer, grew up in Stamps, Arkansas.

10. Arkansas was the 25th state to join the United States on June 15,1836.

California
1. Los Angeles, California includes the famous district of Hollywood – the center of the movie world.

2. California is a Pacific Coast state. 

3. The capital city of California is Sacramento.

4. California is a state of natural wonders, such as the nation’s highest waterfall, Yosemite Falls, which drops 2,425 feet, and trees that are 4600 years old, which are the oldest living thing on earth.

5. The state bird of California is the California Valley Quail.

6. The state flower of California is the Golden Poppy.

7. California became a US territory in 1847 when Mexico surrendered it to John C. Fremont.

8. The nickname of California is “The Golden State”.

9. California was first heavily populated during the gold rush that started in 1848.

10. California was the 31st state to join the United States on September 9, 1850.

Colorado

1. Dinosaurs once roamed the state of Colorado.  Scientists found so many fossils in one area that it was turned into Dinosaur National Monument.

2. Colorado is a Rocky Mountain state. 

3. The capital city of Colorado is Denver.

4. Colorado has great mineral wealth, including gold, silver, copper, zinc, manganese, molybdenum, coal, lead, and uranium.

5. The state bird of Colorado is the Lark Bunting.

6. The state flower of Colorado is the Rocky Mountain Columbine.

7. Much of Colorado was acquired by the US from the French as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.  The rest of it was acquired from Mexico.

8. The nickname of Colorado is the “Centennial State” because it became a state in 1876, 100 years after the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

9. Pikes Peak, near Colorado Springs, inspired Katharine Lee Bates to write the song “America the Beautiful”.

10. Colorado was the 38th state to join the United States on August 1, 1876.

Connecticut
1. Connecticut is a leading producer of helicopters and submarines.

2. Connecticut is a North Eastern state. 

3. The capital city of Connecticut is Hartford.

4. Connecticut’s long shoreline supports its thriving oyster and lobster fishing industries.

5. The state bird of Connecticut is the American robin.

6. The state flower of Connecticut is the Mountain Laurel.

7. Connecticut was home of the Pequot Native Americans.  British settlers from Massachusetts defeated them in 1637.

8. The nickname of Connecticut is “The Constitution State”.

9. Connecticut was governed under the first written constitution in America.  It dates back to the 17th century.

10. Connecticut was the 5th state to join the United States on January 9, 1788.

Delaware

1. Delaware’s industry and economy are closely tied to one family – the Du Ponts, whose company is now the world’s leading manufacturing of chemicals, plastics, synthetic fibers, dyes, and paints.

2. Delaware is a Southern state.

3. The capital city of Delaware is Dover

4. Delaware has good soil for farming.

5. The state bird of Delaware is the Blue Hen Chicken.

6. The state flower of Delaware is the Peach Blossom.

7. In 1655 the Dutch conquered the Delaware area, which had been settled by the New Sweden company in 1638.  In 1664, Engalnd captured it from the Dutch.

8. The nickname of Delaware is “The First State”.  (Delaware is named after the governor of Virginia, Thomas West, who was Lord De La Warr.)

9. Delaware was the first to approve the new U.S. Constitution on December 7, 1787.

10. Delaware was the 1st state to join the United States on December 7, 1787.

Florida

1. The John F. Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida, is the site where the U.S. launches the space shuttle into orbit.

2. Florida is a South state. 

3. The capital city of Florida is Tallahassee.

4. Florida’s sunshine and abundant rain has made it the leading orange, grapefruit, and honey producing state.

5. The state bird of Florida is the northern mockingbird.

6. The state flower of Florida is the Orange Blossom.

7. Florida was purchased by the US from Spain in 1819, who established the first permanent European settlement in North America at St. Augustine in 1536.

8. The nickname of Florida is “The Sunshine State”.  (The name “Florida” means “feast of flowers” in Spanish.)

9. Florida was first explored by Ponce de Leon because he believed there was a “fountain of youth” there.  (There wasn’t.)

10. Florida was the 27th state to join the United States on March 3, 1845.

Georgia

1. Georgia is the nation’s leading producer of peanuts.

2. Georgia is a South state. 

3. The capital city of Georgia is Atlanta.

4. 70% of Georgia is covered with trees and the state ranks first in the growth of timber.

5. The state bird of Georgia is the Brown Thrasher.

6. The state flower of Georgia is the Cherokee Rose.

7. General James Oglethorpe established the first permanent settlement in Georgia in 1733 after obtaining a royal charter from Great Britain.

8. The two nicknames of Georgia are: “The Peach State” and “The Empire State of the South”.  (Georgia was named after King George II of England.)

9. The Reverend Martin Luther King Jr., the most famous civil rights activist, was born in Georgia.

10. Georgia was the 4th state to join the United States on January 2, 1788.

Bonus: The first steamship to cross the Atlantic Ocean sailed from Savannah, Georgia, to Liverpool, England in 1819.

Hawaii
1. Hawaii is the world’s biggest exporter of fruit, especially pineapple.

2. Hawaii is a Pacific Coast state.

3. The capital city of Hawaii is Honolulu.

4. A warm climate, coral reefs, and sandy beaches make tourism Hawaii’s main source of prosperity.

5. The state bird of Hawaii is the Nene (Hawaiian Goose).

6. The state flower of Hawaii is the Yellow Hibiscus,

7. The original Hawaiians were Polynesians, who sailed to the islands over 2,000 years ago in great canoes.  In the 1820s many missionaries from the U.S. began to settle in Hawaii and it became a US territory in 1900 and a state in 1959.

8. The nickname of Hawaii is “The Aloha State”.

9. In 1941, the bombing of the Navy base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, led to the involvement of the US in World War II.

10. Hawaii was the 50th state to join the United States on August 21, 1959.

Idaho
1. Idaho raises more potatoes – and commercial trout – than any other state.

2. Idaho is a Rocky Mountain state. 

3. The capital city of Idaho is Boise.

4. Idaho has a natural wealth of gemstones and precious metals.

5. The state bird of Idaho is the Mountain Bluebird.

6. The state flower of Idaho is the Syringa.

7. In the 1860s, Mormons setup Idaho’s first permanent settlement.

8. The nickname of Idaho is “The Gem State”.

9. The television was invented in Rigby, Idaho.

10. Idaho was the 43rd state to join the United States on July 3, 1890.

Illinois

1. More soybeans are grown in Illinois than any other state.

2. Illinois is a Midwestern state. 

3. The capital city of Illinois is Springfield.

4. Illinois’ fertile soil and long growing season make it an important agricultural state.

5. The state bird of Illinois is the northern cardinal.

6. The state flower of Illinois is the Native Violet.

7. Britain obtained the area of Illinois after the French and Indian Wars in 1763.

8. The nickname of Illinois is the “Prairie State.  (Illinois was named for the Algonquin Indian nation who called themselves "Illiniwek" which means "men.")

9. Illinois was the first state to ratify the 13th Amendment to the Constitution abolishing slavery.

10. Illinois was the 21st state to join the United States on December 3, 1818.

Indiana
1. Indiana is the home of the Indianapolis 500 auto race.

2. Indiana is a Midwestern state.

3. The capital city of Indiana is Indianapolis.

4. Southern Indiana has one of the richest deposits of top-quality limestone found anywhere on earth. The Empire State Building and the Pentagon are built from this Indiana limestone.

5. The state bird of Indiana is the northern cardinal.

6. The state flower of Indiana is the Peony.

7. Britain obtained the area of Indiana after the French and Indian Wars in 1763.

8. The nickname of Indiana is “The Hoosier State”.  (The word “Indiana” means “land of the Indians”.)

9. Indiana is a major Midwest road, rail, river, lake, and canal transportation center.  Indianapolis has more major highway connections than any other city in the US.

10. Indiana was the 19th state to join the United States on December 11, 1816.

Iowa

1. Winnebago motor homes were invented and manufactured in Iowa.

2. Iowa is a Midwestern state. 

3. The capital city of Iowa is Des Moines.

4. The farmland, which makes up 90% of Iowa, is the nation’s leading producer of pigs, hogs, corn and alfalfa.

5. The state bird of Iowa is the Eastern Goldfinch.

6. The state flower of Iowa is the Wild Rose.

7. Iowa was acquired by the US from the French as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.  

8. The nickname of Iowa is “The Hawkeye State”.  (Iowa was named in honor of the Iowa Indians.)

9. The Underground Railroad, which helped many fugitive slaves escape to free states, was active in Iowa, and the abolitionist John Brown made his headquarters there for a time.
10. Iowa was the 29th state to join the United States on December 28, 1846.

Kansas

1. Kansas is a leading state in the manufacture of aircraft.

2. Kansas is a Midwestern state. 

3. The capital city of Kansas is Topeka.

4. The rich soils of Kansas were made fertile by an inland sea.

5. The state bird of Kansas is the Western Meadowlark.

6. The state flower of Kansas is the Sunflower.

7. Kansas was acquired by the US from the French as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.  

8. The nickname of Kansas is “The Sunflower State”.  (Kansas is named after one of the Native American tribes in the region – Kansa.)

9. Lawrence, Kansas was a key point in the Underground Railroad to help slaves escape from the south.

10. Kansas was the 34th state to join the United States on January 29, 1861.

Bonus: Kansas is the center of the 48 states.

Kentucky
1. Kentucky is famous worldwide for Kentucky bourbon whiskey – a drink that is made from corn.

2. Kentucky is a Southern state. 

3. The capital city of Kentucky is Frankfort.

4. Kentucky leads the nation in total coal production.

5. The state bird of Kentucky is the Northern cardinal.

6. The state flower of Kentucky is the Goldenrod.

7. Daniel Boone is famous for blazing the Wilderness Trail through what is now called the Cumberland Gap in the Appalachian Mountains in 1775; thus opening a passage to make Kentucky the first state west of the Appalachian Mountains.

8. The nickname of Kentucky is “The Bluegrass State”.  

9.  As the top-ranking breeder of thoroughbred horses, Kentucky is also the host of the oldest continuously held horse race in the nation, the Kentucky Derby, which is held annually on the first Saturday in May in Louisville

10. Kentucky was the 15th state to join the United States on June 1, 1792.

Louisiana

1. Louisiana is the leading state in commercial fishing, which mainly consists of shellfish.

2. Louisiana is a Southern state. 

3. The capital city of Louisiana is Baton Rouge.

4. Louisiana is the number one salt producing state.  

5. The state bird of Louisiana is the Brown Pelican.

6. The state flower of Louisiana is the Magnolia.

7. Louisiana was acquired by the US from the French as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.

8. The nickname of Louisiana is “The Pelican State.” (Louisiana was named for King Louis XIV of France.) 

9. Louisiana is the only state in the union that does not have counties. Its political subdivisions are called parishes.

10. Louisiana was the 18th state to join the United States on April 30, 1812.


Maine

1. About 90% of the nation’s lobster supply is caught off the shores of Maine.

2. Maine is a Northeastern state. 

3. The capital city of Maine is Augusta.

4. There are 17 million acres of forest in the state of Maine.

5. The state bird of Maine is the black-capped chickadee.

6. The state flower of Maine is the White Pine Cone and Tassel.

7. Maine was originally part of Massachusetts but broke away in 1820.

8. The nickname of Maine is “The Pine Tree State”.  

9. The Vikings may have reached Maine as far back as 1000AD.

10. Maine was the 23rd state to join the United States on March 15, 1820.

Bonus: Maine is the only state in the United States whose name has one syllable.  And is the only state that shares its border with only one other state.

Maryland
1. Maryland gave up part of its land along the Potomac River to make Washington, DC.

2. Maryland is a Southern state. 

3. The capital city of Maryland is Annapolis.

4. The fishing industry, chiefly from the Chesapeake Bay, produces the nation’s largest catch of crabs.

5. The state bird of Maryland is the Northern Oriole.

6. The state flower of Maryland is the Black-Eyed Susan.

7. In 1632, King Charles gave this land to Lord Baltimore whose son Cecile founded the first settlement.

8. The nickname of Maryland is “The Old Line State”. (Maryland was named in honor of Queen Henrietta Maria of England.)

9. Maryland was the first colony to officially practice religious tolerance.

10. Maryland was the 7th state to join the United States on April 28, 1788.

Massachusetts
1. Massachusetts witnessed the start of the country’s industrial revolution with the establishment of the nation’s first textile factory at Waltham in the 1800s.

2. Massachusetts is a Northeastern state.

3. The capital city of Massachusetts is Boston.

4. The cranberry bogs,  or shallow marshes on Cape Cod, make Massachusetts the leading cranberry producer.

5. The state bird of Massachusetts is the black-capped chickadee.

6. The state flower of Massachusetts is the Mayflower.

7. The pilgrims established the second permanent English settlement at Plymouth in 1620.

8. The nickname of Massachusetts is “The Bay State”.  

9. The first shots of the Revolutionary War rang out at Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, in 1775.

10. Massachusetts was the 6th state to join the US on February 6, 1788.

Michigan
1. Detroit, Michigan, is the nation’s center of auto industry with more cars and trucks made in Michigan than any other state.  

2. Michigan is a Midwestern state.

3. The capital city of Michigan is Lansing.

4. Michigan is first in the U.S. production of peat and magnesium compounds and second in gypsum and iron ore.

5. The state bird of Michigan is the American robin.

6. The state flower of Michigan is the Apple Blossom.

7. Britain obtained the area of Michigan after the French and Indian War in 1763.

8. The nickname of Michigan is  “The Wolverine State.”

9. Michigan was the first state to guarantee every child the right to tax-paid high school education.

10. Michigan was the 26th state to join the US on January 26, 1837.

Minnesota
1. Minneapolis, Minnesota has grain storage for over 120 million bushels – the highest in the US.

2. Minnesota is a Midwestern state.

3. The capital city of Minnesota is St. Paul.

4. There are over 15,000 lakes in Minnesota.

5. The state bird of Minnesota is the Common Loon.

6. The state flower of Minnesota is the Pink and White Lady’s Slipper.

7. Minnesota was acquired partly in the Revolutionary War and partly from the French in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803.

8. The nickname of Minnesota is “The Gopher State”  

9. Charles Lindbergh, the first aviator to fly solo, nonstop, across the Atlantic Ocean, was from Minnesota.

10. Minnesota was the 32nd state to join the US on May 11, 1858.

Mississippi

1. Root beer was invented in Biloxi, Mississippi in 1898 by Edward A Barq, Sr. 

2. Mississippi is a Southern state.

3. The capital city of Mississippi is Jackson.

4. Most of the land in Mississippi is flat planes with rich soil for agriculture.

5. The state bird of Mississippi is the northern mockingbird.

6. The state flower of Mississippi is the Magnolia.

7. Most of Mississippi was acquired by England from the French as part of the Treaty of Paris in 1763.

8. The nickname of Mississippi is “The Magnolia State”. 

9. On April 25, 1866, the ladies of Columbus, Mississippi, decorated both Confederate and Union soldiers' graves with beautiful bouquets and garlands of flowers. As a direct result of this kind gesture, Americans celebrate what has come to be called Memorial Day each year, an annual observance of recognition of war dead.

10. Mississippi was the 20th state to join the United States on December 10, 1817.

Missouri

1. At the St. Louis World's Fair in 1904, the ice cream cone was invented. An ice cream vendor ran out of cups and asked a waffle vendor to help by rolling up waffles to hold ice cream.

2. Missouri is a Midwestern state.

3. The capital city of Missouri is Jefferson City.

4. Missouri is the number one lead producer and second in zinc mining in the United States.

5.  The state bird of Missouri is the Bluebird.

6.  The state flower of Missouri is the Hawthorn.

7.  Missouri was acquired in 1803 as part of the Louisiana Purchase.

8.  The nickname of Missouri is “The Show-me State.”

9. Missouri and Maine both joined the union in 1821 under the Missouri Compromise keeping the number of free and slave states equal.

10.  Missouri was the 24th state to join the United States on August 10, 1821.

Bonus: Kansas City, Missouri has more miles of boulevards than Paris and more fountains than any city except Rome.

Montana

1.  Fossils of the famous dinosaur, Tyrannosaurus Rex, have been found only in Montana.

2. Montana is a Rocky Mountain state.

3.  The capital city of Montana is Helena.

4. Montana is a land rich in natural minerals, particularly gold, silver, copper, and coal.

5.  The state bird of Montana is the western Meadowlark

6.  The state flower of Montana is bitterroot.

7. Montana was acquired by the US from the French as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.

8. Montana ’s nickname is “The Treasure State”.  (The name Montana comes from the Spanish word for “mountainous.”)

9. Yellowstone National Park in southern Montana and northern Wyoming was the first national park in the nation.

10.  Montana was the 41st state to join the United States on November 8, 1889.

BONUS: Buffalo in the wild can still be viewed at the National Bison Range in Moiese, south of Flathead Lake and west of the Mission Mountains. Montana has the largest grizzly bear population in the lower 48 states.

Nebraska

1. Nebraska has more miles of rivers than any other state and has the U.S.’s largest aquifer (underground lake/water supply), the Ogallala aquifer.

2. Nebraska is a Midwestern state.

3. The capital city of Nebraska is Lincoln.

4. Farmers use nearly 97 percent of Nebraska’s land.
5. The state bird of Nebraska is the western meadowlark

6.  The state flower of Nebraska is goldenrod.

7. Nebraska was acquired by the US from the French as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.

8.  The nickname of Nebraska is “The Cornhusker State”. (The name Nebraska comes from an Oto Indian word meaning flat water .) 

9.  Nebraska is unique in having a one-house state legislature (all other states have an upper and lower house.
10.  Nebraska was the 37th state to join the United States on March 1, 1864.

BONUS: Lincoln County is the origin of the world's largest "Wooly Mammoth" elephant fossil. Nebraska's Chimney rock was the most often mentioned landmark in journal entries by travelers on the Oregon Trail.

Nevada

1. Las Vegas, Neveda, has more hotel rooms than any other place on earth.
2.  Nevada is a Rocky Mountain state.

3.  The capital city of Nevada is Carson City.

4.  Nevada leads all states in the production of gold and silver.

5.  The state bird of Nevada is the mountain bluebird.

6. The state flower of Nevada is sagebrush.

7. Mormons were the first white settlers in Nevada’s inhospitable terrain and established the first settlement in 1849.

8. The nickname of Nevada is “The Silver State.”

9. Hoover Dam, the largest single public works project in the history of the US, is in Neveda.
10. Nevada was the 36th state to join the United States on October 31, 1864.

BONUS: Some 85% of the land in Nevada is owned by the federal government – much of it used for testing of weapons.

New Hampshire

1.   The first potato planted in the United States was at Londonderry Common Field, in 1719.  
2.  New Hampshire is a Northeastern state.
3.  The capital city of New Hampshire is Concord.
4.  80% of New Hampshire is covered by forest, which yields lumber, wood pulp and paper products.

5.  The state bird of New Hampshire is the purple finch.

6.  The state flower of New Hampshire is the purple lilac.

7.  Abnaki Indians, the first known Native Americans in New Hampshire, were driven out by English settlers in 1623.

8.  The nickname of New Hampshire is “The Granite State.” 

9.  Every four years New Hampshire is the first to hold U.S. presidential primary elections. Or Of the thirteen original colonies, New Hampshire was the first to declare its independence from Mother England -- a full six months before the Declaration of Independence was signed.
10. New Hampshire was the 9th state to join the United States on June 21, 1788.

BONUS: Levi Hutchins of Concord invented the first alarm clock in 1787

New Jersey

1.   The largest seaport in the U.S. located in Elizabeth, New Jersey.
2.  New Jersey is a Northeastern state.
3.  The capital city of New Jersey is Trenton.
4.  New Jersey has a thriving fishing industry that brings in catches of menhaden, clams and swordfish.
5.  The state bird of New Jersey is the eastern goldfinch.
6.  The state flower of New Jersey is the purple violet.
7.  English settlers arrived in 1664 and took over from earlier Dutch and Swedish settlers.
8.  The nickname of New Jersey is “The Garden State.”  
9.  Electric light, the phonographo, and motion picture projector were invented by Thomas Edison in his Menlo Park, New Jersey, laboratory, which was the first research laboratory in the US.                                  
10. New Jersey was the 3rd state to join the United States on December 18, 1787.
BONUS: The first baseball game was played in Hoboken, New Jersey.

New Mexico

1. Native Americans have been living in New Mexico for thousands of years. The Pueblo, Apache, Comanche, Navajo, and Ute peoples were in the New Mexico region when Spanish settlers arrived in the 1600s.
2.  New Mexico is a Southwestern state.

3.  The capital city of New Mexico is Santa Fe.

4.  New Mexico is the leading state in mining of potash and uranium.

5.  The state bird of New Mexico is the roadrunner.

6.  The state flower of New Mexico is the yucca. 

7.  Following the Mexican War of 1846-1848, New Mexico was acquired by the US as a territory, but it was disputed until 1912.

8.  The nickname of New Mexico is  “The Land of Enchantment.”  

9.  In 1945 New Mexico was the site of the first testing of the atomic bomb.
10. New Mexico was the 47th state to join the United States on January 6, 1912.

BONUS: Tens of thousands of bats live in the Carlsbad Caverns. The largest chamber of Carlsbad Caverns is more than 10 football fields long and about 22 stories high.                                 

New York

1. The Erie Canal, built across New York State in the 1820s, opened the Midwest to development and helped New York City become a worldwide trading center.

2. New York is a Northeastern state.

3.  The capital city of New York is Albany.

4. Dairying is New York's most important farming activity with over 18,000 cattle and/or calf farms.

5. The state bird of New York is the bluebird.

6.  The state flower of New York is the rose.

7.  In 1625 Governor Peter Minuit purchased Manhattan island from local Indians for $24 worth of trinkets, which was surrendered to the British in 1663.

8.  The nickname of New York is the “Empire State.’ (The British named the state New York after the Duke of York, later King James II of England.)

9.  New York City is the nerve
 center of the nation’s banking, finance, trade, communications, publishing, arts and fashion industries.
10. New York was the 11th state to join the United States on July 26, 1788.

BONUS: The Genesee River in New York is one of the few rivers in the world that flows south to north.                                                                     
North Carolina

1.   Pepsi was invented and first served in New Bern, North Carolina, in 1898. 
2. North Carolina is a Southern state.

3. The capital city of North Carolina is Raleigh.
4.  North Carolina produces about two-fifths of the U.S. output of tobacco.
5.  The state bird of North Carolina is the northern cardinal.
6.  The state flower of North Carolina is the dogwood.
7.  The first English colony in America was located on Roanoke Island. In 1587, Sir Walter Raleigh founded it. The colony mysteriously vanished with no trace except for the word "Croatoan" scrawled on a nearby tree.  The first permanent settlement was established later in 1653.
8.  The nickname of North Carolina is “The Tar Heel State.” 
9.  North Carolina was the site of the first airplane flight by Wilbur and Orville Wright at Kitty Hawk.
10. North Carolina was the 12th state to join the United States on November 21, 1789.
BONUS:  The shifting sands of the Outer Banks of North Carolina are notoriously dangerous for ships, hundreds of which have foundered on them, especially off Cape Hatteras, the “Graveyard of the Atlantic.”

North Dakota

1. The climate is extreme in North Dakota, with summer temperatures reaching as high as 120*F and bitterly cold winters falling as low as –60*F. 

2. North Dakota is a Midwestern state.

3. The capital city of North Dakota is Bismarck.

4. Over 90% of the land is cropland or pasture on enormous farms with an average of 1,000 acres.

5.  The state bird of North Dakota is the western meadowlark.

6.  The state flower of North Dakota is the wild prairie rose.
7.  Most of North Dakota was acquired by the US from the French as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.

8.  The nickname of is “The Peace Garden State.”  (When Dakota Territory was created in 1861 it was named for the Dakota Indian tribe. Dakota is a Sioux word meaning friends or allies.) 

9.   Directly on the North Dakota border between Canada and the U.S. lies the International Peace Garden with land donated by the two countries as a tribute to over 150 years of peaceful relations.  

10. North Dakota joined the United States on November 2, 1889. It was the same day as South Dakota so they are the 39th and 40th states.

Ohio

1. Ohio produces more buses and trucks than any other state, as well as a high percentage of automobiles.
2. Ohio is a Midwestern state.

3.  The capital city of Ohio is Columbus.

4.  Ohio ranks fourth among the states in lime production and also ranks high in sand and gravel and crushed stone production.

5.  The state bird of Ohio is the northern cardinal.

6.  The state flower of Ohio is the scarlet carnation.

7.  Ohio was acquired by the British after the French and Indian Wars in 1763.

8. The nickname of Ohio is “The Buckeye State.”  

9.  Ohio senator John Glenn became the oldest man to venture into outer space. On February 20, 1962 he was the first man to orbit the earth. In October of 1998 at age 77 he returned to the space program and traveled back into space.                                  

10. Ohio was the 17th  state to join the United States on February 19, 1803.

Bonus:  Neil Armstrong was the first man to walk on the moon. He was from Wapakoneta.

Bonus: The first ambulance service was established in Cincinnati in 1865.

Oklahoma

1.   Most of the land in Oklahoma suffered badly from soil erosion and in the 1930s terrible windstorms blew much of the topsoil away creating the famous “Dust Bowl.”
2.  Oklahoma is a Southwestern state.

3.  The capital city of Oklahoma is Oklahoma City.
4.  Oil is an important natural resource to Oklahoma.

5.  The state bird of Oklahoma is the scissor-tailed flycatcher.
6.  The state flower of Oklahoma is mistletoe.
7.  Oklahoma was acquired by the US from the French as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.

8.  The nickname of Oklahoma is “The Sooner State.”  (Oklahoma’s name comes from a Choctaw Indian word meaning “red people.”)
 

9.  Originally designated as Indian Territory, the state of Oklahoma was opened to homesteaders in a "Land Rush" on April 22, 1889. Thousands of people on horseback and in covered wagons lined up to begin, literally, a race to stake land claims and to build homesteads.  By nightfall some 10,000 settlers had poured onto the land.  Some, however, had “jumped the gun” and staked land illegally; these people were called  "Sooners".

10. Oklahoma was the 46th state to join the United States on November 16, 1907.

Bonus: Oklahoma is one of only two states whose capital city name includes the state name.

Oregon

1. Crater Lake in Oregon is the deepest lake in the United States and the only one formed in the remains of an ancient volcano.
2.  Oregon is a Pacific Coast state.

3.  The capital city of Oregon is Salem.
4.  Nearly half of Oregon is covered in forest and it is the chief timber-producing state in the U.S.
5. The state bird of Oregon is the western meadowlark.

6. The state flower of Oregon is the Oregon grape (Mahonia aquifolium).
7.  In 1792, Capt. Robert Gary, in the Columbia, discovered the river named after his ship and claimed the area for the U.S.
8.  The nickname of Oregon is “The Beaver State.”  

9.  The Oregon Trail is the longest of the overland routes used in the westward expansion of the United States.                                                            

10. Oregon was the 33rd state to join the United States on February 14, 1859.

BONUS: Portland, Oregon, is the only city in the US that has a volcano within its city limits. 

Pennsylvania

1. The largest chocolate factory in the world is at Hershey Pennsylvania.

2. Pennsylvania is a Northeastern states.

3. The capital city of Pennsylvania is Harrisburg.

4. All the hard coal, or anthracite, in the US comes from Pennsylvania

5. The state bird of Pennsylvania is the Ruffed Grouse.

6. The state flower of Pennsylvania is the Mountain Laurel.

7. King Charles II of England granted William Penn the land that is now Pennsylvania.

8. The nickname of Pennsylvania is the “Keystone State” (The word “Pennsylvania” means Penn’s Woods.) 
9. The Declaration of Independence of the United States was adopted by the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on July 4th 1776.

10. Pennsylvania was the 2nd state to join the United States on December 12, 1787.
Rhode Island

1.   Rhode Island is the smallest state in the nation because, it is less than fifty miles wide.
2. Rhode Island is a Northeastern state.

3. The capital city of Rhode Island is Providence.

4.  Rhode Island leads the world in the manufacture of silverware and costume jewelry.

5.  The state bird of Rhode Island is the Rhode Island Red (a type of chicken).
6.  The state flower of Rhode Island is the violet.

7.  The colony of Rhode Island was founded by Roger Williams, who had been expelled from the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1636.  

8.  The nickname of Rhode Island is “The Ocean State.”                                                          

9.  Rhode Islanders were the firsts to take military action against England by sinking one of her ships in the Narragansett Bay located between Newport and Providence. The English ship was called "The Gaspee".
10. Rhode Island was the 13th state to join the United States on May 29, 1790.

BONUS: Thomas Jefferson and John Adams publicly acknowledged Roger Williams as the originator of the concepts and principles reflected in The First Amendment. Among those principles were freedom of religion, freedom of speech, and freedom of public assembly. 

South Carolina

1. The Charleston Museum, established in 1773, is the oldest in the U.S.
2.  South Carolina is a Southern state.

3.  The capital city of South Carolina is Columbia.

2. The hot, humid climate of South Carolina favors the cultivation of tobacco, soybean and peaches.

5.  The state bird of South Carolina is the Carolina Wren.
6.  The state flower of South Carolina is the Carolina jessamine.

7.  The first British colonist settled at Charles Towne Landing in 1670.

8.  The nickname of South Carolina is “The Palmetto State.”                                                                                                     

9.  South Carolina led the Southern states in breaking away from the Union and into the Civil war with the first battle of the Civil War took place at Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor in 1861.  

10. South Carolina was the 8th state to join the United States on May 23, 1788.

BONUS: On Nov 2, 1954 Strom Thurmond became the first US senator elected by write-in vote. Thurmond received 139,106 write-in votes to win his seat.

South Dakota

1. The Homestake Mine, in western South Dakota, is the most profitable gold mine in the United States.
2. South Dakota is a Midwestern state.

3. The capital city of South Dakota is Pierre.  It is the only state capital city in the lower 48 states that is not located on an interstate highway.
4. Over 90% of the land is suitable for farming crops like corn, wheat, soybeans and alfalfa.

5. The state bird of South Dakota is the ring-necked pheasant.
6. The state flower of South Dakota is the American pasque flower.

7. South Dakota was acquired by the US from the French as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.

8. The nickname of South Dakota is “The Mount Rushmore State.”
9. In the Black Hills of South Dakota is Mount Rushmore, a sixty-foot sculpture of the heads of four U.S. presidents  (Washington, Jefferson, T. Roosevelt, and Lincoln).
10. South Dakota joined the United States on November 2, 1889. It was the same day as North Dakota so they are the 39th and 40th states.

Tennessee

1. Nashville's Grand Ole Opry is the longest continuously running live radio program in the world. It has broadcast every Friday and Saturday night since 1925.

2.  Tennessee is a Southern state.

3.  The capital city of Tennessee is Nashville.
4.  Tennessee is a leading tobacco-producing state.

5.  The state bird of Tennessee is the northern mockingbird.
6.  The state flower of Tennessee is the iris.

7.  Britain obtained the area of Tennessee after the French and Indian Wars in 1763.

8.  The nickname of Tennessee is “The Volunteer State.”

9.  The construction of a number of dams on the Tennessee River was a project of the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), an agency set up and financed by the federal government as part of the New Deal during the Depression of the 1930s.                                 

10. Tennessee was the 16th state to join the United States on June 1, 1796.

Bonus:  The "Guinness Book of World Records" lists the Lost Sea in Sweetwater as the largest underground lake in the United States. 

Texas

1.   Texas is a leading center for the nation’s space flight programs.
2.  Texas is a Southwestern state.

3.  The capital city of Texas is Austin.

4.  Texas leads all other states in the production of petroleum and cotton.

5.  The state bird of Texas is the northern mockingbird.
6.  The state flower of Texas is the bluebonnet.

7. After winning its independence from Mexico in 1836, the Republic of Texas became the only state to enter the United States by treaty instead of territorial annexation.

8.  The nickname of Texas is “The Lone Star State.”  

    9.  The Alamo, which is located in San Antonio, is where Texas defenders fell to Mexican General Santa Anna during the war for independence and the phrase “Remember the Alamo” originated. 
10.  Texas was the 28th state to join the United States on December 29, 1845.

Bonus:  The first suspension bridge in the United States was built in Waco. It was modeled after the London Bridge.

Utah

1.   Completion of the world's first transcontinental railroad was celebrated at Promontory, Utah, where the Central Pacific and Union Pacific Railroads met on May 10, 1869. It is now known as Golden Spike National Historic Site.
2. Utah is a Rocky Mountains state.

3. The capital city of Utah is Salt Lake City. (Utah is the only state whose capital's name is made of three words.)

4. Utah is a leading producer of copper, gold, silver, lead, zinc and molybdenum.

5. The state bird of Utah is the seagull.
6.  The state flower of Utah is the sego lily.

7.  The Utah territory was acquired by the United States as part of the treaty following the Mexican War of 1848.

8.  The nickname of Utah is “The Beehive State.”
    9.  The Mormons of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints began settling Utah in 1848 and currently the world center of the Mormon Church is still in Salt Lake City.

10. Utah was the 45th state to join the United States on January 4, 1896.
Vermont

1. Vermont is the largest producer of maple syrup in the U.S.

2.  Vermont is a Northeastern state.


   3.  The capital city of Vermont is Montpelier. 

4.  Vermont leads the nation in production of monument granite and marble.


5.  The state bird of Vermont is the hermit thrush.
6.  The state flower of Vermont is the red clover.

7.  Britain obtained the area of Vermont after the French and Indian Wars in 1763.
8.  The nickname of Vermont is “The Green Mountain State.”

    9.  First organized to drive settlers from New York out of Vermont, the Green Mountain Boys, led by Ethan Allen, won fame by capturing For Ticonderoga from the British on May 10 1775 in the early days of the Revolutionary War.

10. Vermont was the 14th state to join the United States on March 4, 1791.

Virginia

1.   The first peanuts grown in the U.S. were grown in Virginia.

2.  Virginia is a Southern state.

   3.  The capital city of Virginia is Richmond. 

4.  Virginia is one of the top ten producers of coal in the U.S.

5.  The state bird of Virginia is the northern cardinal.

6.  The state flower of Virginia is the dogwood.

7.  King James of Britain approved the setting up of the first permanent English settlement in North America at Jamestown, Virginia, on May 14, 1607, for the purpose of silk production.

8.  The nickname of Virginia is “The Old Dominion State.”

    9.   The surrenders ending both the American Revolution and the Civil War occurred in Virginia, Yorktown and Appolmattox, respectively.

10. Virginia was the 10th state to join the United States on June 25, 1788.

Bonus: The first Thanksgiving in North America was held in Virginia in 1619
Washington

1.  Washington is the leading producer in the U.S. of apples, lentils, dry edible peas, hops, pears, red raspberries, spearmint oil, and sweet cherries.
2.  Washington is a Pacific coast state.

3.  The capital city of Washington is Olympia. 

3. Washington has large regions covered with Douglas fir, cedar and spruce woods, which make it a leading lumber producer.

5.  The state bird of Washington is the willow goldfinch.

6.  The state flower of Washington the western rhododendron.

7.  Captain George Vancouver, a British sea captain sailed in the Puget Sound of Washington in 1792, and claimed the area for Great Britain.  Britain and the U.S. ruled Washington jointly until the Oregon Treaty of 1846.
8.  The nickname of Washington is “The Evergreen State.”
  9.  Grand Coulee Dam on the Snake River in Washington was completed in 1942 and is the largest concrete dam in the U.S. and also one of the biggest U.S. hydroelectric projects.
10.  Washington was the 42nd state to join the United States on November 11, 1889.

West Virginia

1.   William Tompkins used natural gas to evaporate salt brine in West Virginia in 1841, thus becoming the first person in the U.S. to use natural gas for industrial purposes.
2.  West Virginia is a Southern state.

   3.  The capital city of West Virginia is Charleston. 

4. Under the forests, which cover 75% of West Virginia's mountains, lie huge mineral deposits, including coal.

5.  The state bird of West Virginia is the northern cardinal.

6.  The state flower of West Virginia is the rhododendron.

7.  The delegates of the 40 western counties of Virginia who opposed secession from the Union in 1861 formed their own government, which was granted statehood as West Virginia in 1863 by presidential proclamation. 
8.  The nickname of West Virginia is “The Mountain State.”

9. The first state sales tax in the United States went into effect in West Virginia on July 1, 1921.

10. West Virginia was the 35th to join the United States on June 20, 1863.

Wisconsin

1. Wisconsin is the dairy capitol of the U.S. because it produces more milk than other state.

2.   Wisconsin is a Midwestern state.

3.   The capital city of Wisconsin is Madison.

4.   Wisconsin’s main mineral is lead.

5.   The state bird of Wisconsin is the American robin.

6.   The state flower of Wisconsin is the wood violet.

7. Britain obtained the area of Wisconsin after the French and Indian Wars in 1763 and retained control until the War of 1812.
8. The nickname of Wisconsin is “The Badger State”
9. Wisconsin is a pioneer in social legislation, providing pensions for the blind in 1907, aid to dependent children in 1913, and old-age assistance in 1925.
10.  Wisconsin was the 31st state to join the US on May 29, 1848.

Wyoming

1. Wyoming has the lowest population of all 50 United States.
2.  Wyoming is a Rocky Mountain state.

3.  The capital city of Wyoming is Cheyenne. 

4. Wyoming has the world's largest sodium carbonate (natrona) deposits.

5.  The state bird of Wyoming is the western meadowlark.

6.  The state flower of Wyoming the Indian paintbrush.

8.  The acquisition of the territory of Wyoming by the US was completed through five major annexations—the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, the Treaty of 1819 with Spain, cession by the Republic of Texas in 1836 and partition from Texas after it was annexed in 1845, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 after the Mexican War, and the international agreement in 1846 with Great Britain concerning the Columbia River country.

9. The nickname of Wyoming is “The Equality State.”  

 9. Yellowstone, located in the northwest corner of Wyoming, became the first official National Park in 1872.                            

10. Wyoming was the 44th state to join the United States on July 10, 1890.

